















security,	 and	 farmworker	 abuse	 and	 trafficking	 –	 and	 discusses	 them	 in	 terms	 of	 the	
advancement	 of	 a	 global	 southern	 criminology.	 The	 article	 concludes	 with	
acknowledgement	 of	many	more	 rural	 crime	 issues	 that	 have	 particular	 salience	 to	 the	
global	 South	 and	 warns	 of	 new	 dangers	 in	 the	 development	 of	 hegemonic	 binaries	
































(The	World	Bank	2016b).	 In	 fact,	 for	 the	 first	 time	 in	human	history	and	beginning	sometime	
during	2007,	the	rural	population	fell	from	a	majority	status,	statistically	speaking,	to	its	present	
minority	 status	 of	 about	 47	 per	 cent	 (UN	 Population	 Fund	 2007).	 Yet,	 despite	 this	 trend,	 as	
Weisheit	(2016:	5)	emphasised,	‘while	most	people	live	in	urban	areas,	most	places	are	rural’.	
	
As	 the	 world’s	 economies	 are	 interlocked	 more	 than	 ever	 before	 (something	 we	 now	 call	
‘globalisation’	 (Bhambra	and	de	Sousa	Santos	2017;	 James	and	Steger	2014;	Ritzer	2004)),	as	
















Some	 scholars	 within	 the	 criminological	 community	 have	 responded	 with	 fresh	 theoretical	
perspectives	 that	 incorporate	 considerations,	 first,	 of	 global	 or	 transnational	 crime	 (Findlay	
1999;	 Friedrichs	 2007;	 Mackenzie	 2006)	 and,	 second,	 of	 the	 specific	 development	 of	 a	
criminology	more	capable	of	considering,	both	theoretically	and	empirically,	crime	and	justice	in	




justice	 –	 such	 as	 in	 Australia,	 Canada,	 New	 Zealand	 and	 the	 United	 States	 –	 is	 already	well‐





the	 policing	 and	 criminal	 justice	 outcomes	 of	 colonialism	 from	 the	 past	 and	 of	 new	 styles	 of	
colonialism	 in	 the	 form	 of	 contemporary	 forms	 of	 economic,	 social,	 political	 and	 cultural	





criminology,	 and	 a	 significant	 reason	 for	 this	 is	 the	 interlocking	 (or,	 shall	 we	 say,	
‘intersectionality’)	of	green	criminology	previously	and	a	criminology	of	the	global	South	more	



































to	 rely	on	an	administrative	solution,	which	 is	 to	simply	assume	 that	 ‘rural’	 and	by	extension	
‘urban’	 is	 how	 the	 government	 of	 a	 country	 defines	 both	 for	 the	 purposes	 of	 demographic	
bookkeeping.	 That	 is	 what	 the	 United	 Nations	 Population	 Fund	 (2007)	 and	 the	World	 Bank	
(2016a,	2016b)	statistics	cited	in	the	opening	paragraph	rely	upon.	As	enticing	as	that	solution	is,	
it	 is	 also	 conceptually	 lazy,	 and	 resembles	 too	 much	 of	 western	 criminology’s	 penchant	 for	
defining	significant	problems	 for	 research	by	 the	availability	of	data	 that	 is	 isomorphic	 to	 the	












Eschewing	 for	 the	 moment	 a	 consideration	 of	 numbers	 and	what	 they	 might	 mean,	 there	 is	
another	implication	of	small	size	and/or	population	density	that	has	a	firmer	sociological	base,	
even	if	a	precise	numerical	value	cannot	be	assigned	to	it.	It	is	this:	by	virtue	of	small	population	
size	 and/or	 density,	 it	 is	 likely	 that	 rural	 places	 anywhere	 in	 the	world	 –	 regardless	 of	 their	
economic	 dimensions,	 relative	 proximity	 to	 larger	 population	 centres,	 and	 electronic	 links	 to	
world‐wide	 social	 networks	 –	 display	 a	 larger	 share	 of	 primary	 or	 face‐to‐face	 relationships	
amongst	its	residents	(Donnermeyer	and	DeKeseredy	2014).	With	fewer	people	around,	day‐to‐
day	interactions	are	more	likely	with	individuals	one	knows	to	a	certain	extent,	especially	if	the	








reminders.	First,	we	should	 take	seriously	Weisheit’s	 (2016)	straightforward	observation	 that	
there	 are	many	more	 rural	 localities	 than	urban	 settings.	Hence,	 there	 is	 great	diversity	both	
within	 and	 between	 rural	 communities,	 everywhere	 in	 the	 world,	 despite	 this	 commonality.	
Further,	it	could	be	argued	that	there	is	greater	rural	heterogeneity	than	urban	diversity	when	
considering	 the	range	of	variation	of	rural	when	compared	to	urban	places.	Hence,	Weisheit’s	
(2016)	 sagacity	 leaves	 us	 open	 to	 considering	 dimensions	 of	 rural	 communities	 without	












lower	 in	 rural	 settings	 (Donnermeyer	 and	 DeKeseredy	 2014),	 as	 the	 vast	 majority	 of	
criminologists	who	 naively	 adopt	 social	 disorganisation	 theory	would	 assume	 (Donnermeyer	
2016b).	 Indeed,	 there	 is	 a	 relationship	 between	 crime	 and	 cohesion	 as	 expressed	 through	
primary	relationships,	but	it	may	well	be	that	greater	cohesion	enables	some	kinds	of	crime	while	
simultaneously	 constraining	 other	 types	 of	 crime	 (Donnermeyer	 and	 DeKeseredy	 2014).	We	
know	this	from	studies	of	violence	against	women	in	rural	communities	of	the	US,	especially	in	




a	 recognition	 of	 great	 rural	 diversity,	 avoids	 old	 and	 anachronistic	 rural‐urban	 and	











various	 fruits,	 and	 who	 raise	 livestock	 (World	 Bank	 2015).	 Some	 are	 gigantic,	 industrialised	






This	 ties	 criminological	 issues	 linked	 to	 farming	with	 various	 issues	of	 central	 focus	 to	 green	
criminology.	The	image	of	farming,	 farm	regions	and	farm	communities	ranges	from	spaces	of	
great	 isolation	 that	 may	 develop	 unique	 and	 even	 highly	 deviant	 subcultures	 (DeKeseredy,	






ideology’	 (Donnermeyer	 2015)	 that	 has	mythologised	 rural	 localities	 in	 general	 as	 being	 less	
important	for	study	in	criminology	and	suggests	crime	is	both	more	frequent	on	a	per	capita	basis	
and	more	serious	in	urban	places	–	hence,	the	‘Chicago’	bias	(Donnermeyer	2015).	This	agrarian	














































offs,	 look	 for	ways	to	convert	property	 to	cash	 for	 the	purpose	of	buying	everything	 from	cell	
phones	to	clothes	to	more	basic	needs.	They	return	to	their	villages	and	steal	mostly	crops	and	












times.	 Perhaps	 of	 greater	 significance	 is	 how	 thievery	 has	 changed	 the	 farming	 practices	 of	




has	 environmental	 and	 health	 related	 impacts	 of	 interest	 to	 Green	 Criminologists	 (Chiwona‐
Karltun	et	al.	in	press,	2017).	Storage	of	harvested	crops	is	brought	closer	to	the	house	to	reduce	
losses	from	theft.	Other	farmers	may	switch	crop	varieties,	such	as	curtailing	growth	of	cassava	















the	highly	 situational	nature	of	 farm	crime	 in	 the	global	 South	can	help	produce	new	 ‘middle	
range’	theories	(Merton	1957)	about	how	the	physical,	social	and	cultural	characteristics	of	place	
create	conditions	that	either	enable	or	constrain	crime	and	how	change	on	a	global	scale	creates	

















of	 capitalism	 and	 globalisation	 (Carolan	 2012).	 As	 Atkins	 and	 Bowler	 (2001)	 observed,	 the	
concept	of	food	regimes	links	food	production	and	consumption	systems	on	an	international	or	




globalised	scale,	 including	 relations	of	dependency	between	 food	producers	 in	 less	developed	










used	 by	 Spencer	 (2014)	 to	 frame	 the	 potential	 of	 food	 fraud.	 Routine	 activities	 theory	 is	 a	
decidedly	mainstream	and	western‐derived	theory	of	crime	and	victimisation	based	on	the	tri‐







an	 alternative	 approach	 for	 development	 of	 a	 global	 criminology	 of	 the	 South	 based	 on	
considerations	 of	 food	 security	 is	 to	 start	 at	 the	 local	 level	 and	 examine	 the	 integration	 of	
agriculturalists	in	the	global	South	to	complex	commodity	chains	that	extend	to	all	parts	of	the	
world.	Within	these,	depending	on	 the	commodity	and	the	nature	of	 the	distribution	systems,	
criminological	 issues	of	 food	 fraud,	 theft	 and	 food	 security	more	 generally	 can	be	 considered	
based	on	variations	in	food	production	regions	in	the	global	South.	Gerard	McElwee,	Rob	Smith	
and	 associates	 (Smith	 2013;	 Smith,	 Laing	 and	 McElwee	 2013;	 Smith	 and	 McElwee	 2016)	






the	 land	 (Cheshire,	 Meurk	 and	Woods	 2013;	 Stenholm	 and	 Kytti	 2014).	 To	 quote	 Smith	 and	
McElwee	(in	press,	2017):	‘The	entrepreneurial	farmer	need	not	only	operate	in	a	legal	domain	
and	may	engage	 in	 a	 criminal	 act	as	a	 form	of	 illegal	diversification…’.	 Further,	 all	 farmers	as	
entrepreneurs	who	commit	crime	are	presumed	to	 ‘meet	or	coalesce	and	network	in	a	central	





type	 is	 the	 ‘legal	 enterprise’	 which	 occasionally	 engages	 in	 ‘semi‐legal’	 activities.	 These	 may	
include	 ‘off	 book’	 economic	 production	 activities	 to	 avoid	 taxation;	 or	 engaging	 in	 cash	
transactions	for	the	same	reason;	or	not	conforming	to	laws	and	regulations	with	which	the	food	
producer	 disagrees	 or	 perceives	 as	 too	 onerous	 to	 do.	 For	 example,	 Enticott	 (2011)	 applied	
techniques	of	neutralisation	 to	examine	how	 farmers	 justify	 their	violations	of	wildlife	 laws	–	
specifically,	the	culling	of	badgers	in	rural	England	and	Wales	–	referring	to	farmer	justifications	
as	a	type	of	‘drift	into	deviance’	(Enticott	2011:	206),	underpinning	their	‘suspicion	of	authority’	
and	 perceived	 necessity	 to	 do	 what	 has	 to	 be	 done	 for	 economic	 survival	 of	 the	 operation.	
Although	not	explicitly	mentioned,	the	 implication	of	McElwee,	Smith	and	Somerville’s	(2011)	
framework	 is	 that	 this	 is	 the	 most	 frequent	 expression	 of	 pluriactivity	 for	 rural	 and	 farm	
enterprises.	Their	observation	is	applicable,	as	well,	to	the	consideration	of	farmers	as	offenders	

























type	 because	 these	 unlawful	 actions	 are	 committed	 mostly	 by	 farmers	 or	 those	 with	 farm	
backgrounds	 and	 experience;	 that	 is,	 individuals	 who	 know	 and	 understand	 the	 everyday	
management	and	work‐related	tasks	associated	with	running	an	agricultural	operation.	However,	
it	 is	 different	 because	 the	 farm	operator	 is	 engaged	 in	 directly	 victimising	 others,	 such	 as	 by	





Even	 though	 their	 (McElwee,	 Smith	 and	 Somerville	 2011)	 typology	 is	 useful	 for	 any	 scholar	




operators	 in	Kenya	 take	 advantage	of	 their	own	 family	members,	 rationalising	 that	providing	
sufficient	funds	for	their	dependent’s	sustenance	is	sufficient,	and	that	they	can	use	the	rest	for	








McElwee,	 Smith	 and	 Somerville	 (2011)	 have	 yet	 been	 completed	 in	 the	 global	 South,	 yet	 the	























longer	 enter	 Europe	 in	 the	 holds	 of	 ships	 or	 hidden	 in	 trucks.	Many	 arrive	 on	
aircraft	or	by	train	with	the	promise	of	legitimate	employment,	only	to	have	their	
passport	confiscated	and	forced	into	work	for	little	or	no	remuneration.	Modern	
slavery	 contributes	 to	 around	 US$9	 billion	 per	 year	 globally	 in	 agricultural	
production.	(International	Labour	Office	2014)	
	














trafficked	 and	detained	on	 a	 farm	 there.	 Farmworkers	 in	 the	Mexican	 state	of	Baja	California	
recently	went	on	strike,	not	only	to	improve	wages	but	also	to	stop	abusive	work	conditions	and	




farmworkers	 in	 South	 Africa	 in	 the	wine	 and	 fruit	 industries.	 Even	 though	 the	 setting	 varies	
greatly,	depending	on	 the	 type	of	 food	commodity	being	produced,	 the	stories	of	 farmworker	
abuse	 show	 amazing	 similarities.	 These	 include	 farmworker	 exposure	 to	 pesticides,	 poor	
sanitation	and	housing	conditions,	a	reluctance	on	the	part	of	both	farmers’	organisations	and	



























There	are	simply	 too	many	rural	 issues	 to	 squeeze	 into	a	 single	 journal	 article	about	a	global	
criminology	of	the	South	and	rural	criminology.	Suffice	it	to	say	that	three	interrelated	issues	of	






within	 localised	 contexts	 of	 climate,	 community	 and	 culture.	 Food	 security	 reveals	 how	 not	
everything	theoretical,	conceptual	and	empirical	developed	north	of	the	equator	is	hegemonic	for	
issues	 south	 of	 the	 equator,	 even	 if	 adjustments	 to	 northern	 scholarship	 are	 necessary.	 In	
particular,	the	work	of	Smith,	McElwee	and	associates	on	the	connections	between	local	farmers	














oil	 developments	 in	 parts	 of	 Africa,	 Indonesia,	 South	 America	 and	 elsewhere,	 and	 their	










areas	 where	 plants	 related	 to	 drug	 production	 are	 grown,	 and	 where	 raw	 ingredients	 are	









the	 intellectual	 development	 of	 both	 will	 be	 stunted.	 This	 connection	 is	 more	 than	 just	 an	
emphasis	on	the	size	of	the	rural	population	in	the	global	South,	the	significance	of	agriculture	to	













(1905:	285)	 (and	mistakenly	attributed	 to	Winston	Churchill	by	many)	 frames	 it:	 ‘Those	who	
cannot	remember	the	past	are	condemned	to	repeat	it’.	It	means	giving	more	than	lip‐service	–	a	














criminology’s	 slow	 and	 laggard	 development	 –	 until	 more	 recent	 times	 –	 is	
embedded	 in	 the	 same	 insidious	 narrowness	 as	 decried	 in	 a	 discipline	 still	
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